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The closely trimmed, frequently watered, 
carefully fertilized and nearly always green 
landscapes we’ve all grown accustomed to 
have changed in some of our urban parks 
and open spaces. For many reasons, this is 
a healthy change. Native grasses and wilder 
landscapes can build healthier parks, open 
spaces, golf courses, and communities.
Traditional turf park landscapes can be 
costly and time consuming to maintain. 
Incorporating native grasses and wilder 
landscapes into public parks, open spaces 
and golf courses has many benefits that go 
beyond budgetary, here are just a few:

Water conservation: In Aurora, traditional 
turf may require up to 30 inches of 
supplemental water per season. Once 
established, native landscapes often require 
little or no supplemental water.

Cleaner air: Maintaining traditional turf areas 
generates CO2, dust, ozone and particulate 
matter; all contributors to air pollution. Native 
grasses and landscapes effectively store CO2, 
not just in the grass but also in extensive 
below ground root systems.

Better water quality: Letting the grass 
grow, particularly in urban drainage areas, 
helps reduce erosion and helps improve 
stormwater filtration. Native landscapes 

require little or no chemical fertilizers. 
Ingredients in chemical fertilizers, such as 
phosphate and nitrates, can run off in heavy 
rains,  encouraging unsightly and unhealthy 
algae blooms in creeks and ponds.
 
Safer and healthier homes for wildlife: 
Frequent mowing, chemicals, lack of 
diversity, and lack of cover make traditional 
turf landscapes an uninviting place for most 
wildlife. Native grasses and shrubs provide 
cover, shade, resting and nesting habitat for 
many beneficial species such as insect eating 
birds and busy pollinators. Providing healthy 
habitats in parks and open spaces helps 
reduce ugly conflicts that can occur when 
wildlife turns to backyards for food and cover. 
Irrigated turf areas can attract nuisance 
levels of species such as Canada geese.

Fewer weeds: Because they use less water, 
less fertilizer and have fewer disturbances 
over time, native landscapes are less 
welcoming to invasion by noxious weeds. 
Noxious weeds such as puncturevine, Scotch 
thistle, and knapweed are always looking for 
a free ride on a mower to a freshly disturbed 
site where they can take hold and take over.

If you would like to learn more about your 
local native grasses and landscapes, please 
contact Aurora Naturalist staff at 303-326-
8445 or visit auroragov.org/nature.

Star K Nature Camp
Ages 6-12 
Your child will love exploring and learning 
about wildlife at our adventurous day 
camp. Registration required. 
242354 June 6-9
242355 June 20-23
242356 July 11-14
● Tues-Fri., 9-12 p.m. 
● Fee $50

Advanced Jr Ranger Camp
Ages 10-14
Advanced Jr Ranger Camp is for kids who 
have participated in at least 1 year of Star 
K Nature Camp or AWQUA Tween Camp. 
Registration required. 
242352 June 27-30
● Tues-Fri., 9-4 p.m.  
● Fee $100

AWQUA Tween Camp
Ages 8-12
Kids love this wet & wild day camp 
learning about wildlife   and water at the 
Aurora Reservoir. Registration required. 
242353 July 25-28
● Tues-Fri., 9-12 p.m.  
● Aurora Reservoir/AWQUA Lounge
● Fee $50

No Mow” Native Grass Conservation Areas



Nature Walks
Ages 8 & older 
Look for raptors, tracks & other signs of wildlife 
on these morning walks. Directions given upon 
registration
Ponderosa Preserve 
244904 July 8 
Pronghorn Natural Area
244905 Aug. 5 
● Sat., 8-10 a.m.

Full Moon Hikes 
Join us for a walk as the full moon rises to see 
who’s 
out at night. 
Star K Ranch 
244903 June 9 ● Fri., 8:15-9:15 p.m. 
Plains Conservation Center 
245382 July 8 ● Sat., 7:45-9 p.m

Kayak Explorations 
All ages
Come explore Aurora Reservoir by kayak. Free, 
instruction included. All classes start at the 
AWQUA Lounge.
Birds 
244900 June 24 ● Sat., 8-10 a.m.
Evening Wildlife Watching 
244901 July 7 ● Fri., 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Sunrise Wildlife Watching 
244902 Aug. 26 ● Sat., 6-8 a.m. 
● FREE

FAMILIES
Bird Walk 
Ages 8 & older 
Enjoy a morning bird walk at these beautiful 
open space areas. 
242350 June 10 ● Aurora Reservoir 
242349 Aug. 12 ● Confluence Open Space 
● Sat., 8-10 a.m.

Nature at Night
All ages 
Explore nature after the sun goes down. 
Coyotes 
242364 June 16 ● Fri., 8:15-9:15 p.m. 
Raccoons 
242363 July 21 ● Fri., 8:15-9:15 p.m. 
Bats 
242362 Aug. 18 ● Fri., 7:45-8:45 p.m.

Sunset Stroll
All ages 
Enjoy an evening walk to look for wildlife as 
the sun sets.
Aurora Reservoir/AWQUA Lounge 
242375 July 14 
● Fri., 8:15-9:15 p.m. 
Star K Ranch 
244898 Aug. 16 
● Wed., 7:45-8:45 p.m.

Wildflower Walk
Ages 10 & older 
Join us for a look at summer wildflowers in this 
unique nature preserve. 
Plains Conservation Center
245378 June 3 ● Sat., 9-11 a.m. 
 
Nature in Your Neighborhood
All ages 
Stroll the trails in your neighborhood park with 
a naturalist to see what animals are out and
about at night. 
Horseshoe Park 
242367 June 17 ● Sat., 8:15-9:15 p.m. 
Red-tailed Hawk Park 
242366 Aug. 25 ● Fri., 7:30-8:30 p.m.

KIDS
Junior Rangers
Ages 6-12
Learn about the plants & animals that call Star 
K Ranch home in this fun & educational class. 
Registration required.
Reptiles & Amphibians 
242358 June 11 
Creek Critters 
242360 July 9 
Ant National Park 
242359 Aug. 13 
● Sun., 9:30-11 a.m.

Morrison Nature Center at Star K Ranch 
16002 E. Smith Road   303-326-8445
Hours: Wed.-Fri. 12-4:30 p.m. 
• Sat.-Sun. 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  
• Closed Mon. and Tues.
• Registration Line: 303-326-8650
AWQUA Lounge at Aurora Reservoir
Hours: Wed.-Sun. 12-4 p.m. Closed Mon. and Tues.

All programs held at Morrison Nature Center, unless noted otherwise.
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Star K Kids
Ages 5 & younger 
Discover Aurora’s true nature through puppets, 
interactive activities and discovery time on the 
trail. No registration required. 
● Every Thu., 9:30 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Wet & Wild Wednesdays 
Ages 6-12 
Explore the reservoir in these fun classes. 
Registration required. 
Insects & Spiders 
242380 June 7 
Reptiles & Amphibians 
242378 June 21 
Aquatic Critters 
242377 July 5 
Birds 
242379 July 19 
● Wed., 9:30-11 a.m. 
● Aurora Reservoir/AWQUA Lounge

Little Naturalists 
Ages 5 & under 
Bring your child to Aurora Reservoir to 
discover Aurora’s true nature through puppets, 
activities and exploration time on the trail. 
Free, no registration required. 
June 1-Aug. 31 
● Thu., 10-11 a.m. 
● Aurora Reservoir/AWQUA Lounge

Registration is required for all programs, except for Star K Kids. To register for nature programs, call  303-326-8650 or go online at auroragov.org/recreation. All programs held at Morrison Nature Center, unless noted otherwise. Children 
under 16 must be accompanied by a registered adult for all programs except Junior Rangers and school break camps. Programs may be canceled due to low participation or poor weather. For information call 303-326-8445 or nature@auroragov.org


